Get Outside! Book Club

August 15-October 10, 2009

for preschoolers and their grownups. 

Sponsored by the Dayton Metro Library and Five Rivers MetroParks 

Think back to your own childhood...

Are some of your fondest memories of outdoor places and activities? Did you climb trees or play in a secret outdoor hiding place?  Maybe you picked hundreds of dandelions, or enjoyed lemonade on a blanket spread on the grass. Did you pluck wild blackberries and plop them straight into your mouth? Experiences like these help your child develop mentally and physically and provide a broad foundation for literacy and science learning.
Young children especially need the diversity of nature and the outdoors. Here they learn to test their limits, experiment with “big” behaviors and develop a sense of wonder and curiosity. By participating in the Get Outside Bookclub and spending time outdoors with your child you are not only creating lasting memories, but helping to teach him or her to love and care for the environment.
Getting Started Is Easy!
This folder contains six bookmarks, each including a list of books that feature children interacting with nature.  On the rear side of each bookmark is a list of suggestions to get you and you’re your child outside discovering together.  Each bookmark represents a method to enhance your nature discoveries; exploring, sharing, creating, playing and observing!  To earn all six stamps, complete a book and nature activity from each category.

Each week, choose a category to focus on: sharing, observing, creating, exploring, playing, or imagining.  Using the booklists included in this folder, (or suggestions from your children’s librarian), read at least one book out-loud to your preschooler.  Then enjoy one of the suggested outside activities or create your own experience that fits with the theme of the topic you’ve shared.  These activities can be done anywhere; your backyard, in your neighborhood or at a local MetroPark.

Keep track of what you’ve read and the experiences you’ve had using the check off boxes provided.  Stop by any Dayton Metro Library to get a stamp for completing each category, or wait until the finale at Wegerzyn Gardens MetroPark to get your stamps.  Every child who completes six books and six related activities will receive a small, nature related prize and will be entered into a drawing for bigger prizes.

Include website and photo information HERE
!

Timeline…

Kick-Off Event: Tuesday Tales: Get Outside!
August 18: 10-11:30 am 
Riverscape MetroPark  111 E. Monument Avenue Dayton, Ohio 45402

Spend the morning at Riverscape at this program filled with fun stories and nature activities to inspire you and your family to play outside! Sign up for the Get Outside Book Club during this program. Bring a blanket or towel for seating. Program to be held outdoors weather permitting. 

Play at Possum Creek MetroPark
4790 Frytown Road Dayton, Ohio 45418

September 1: 10-11:30 am
Five Rivers MetroParks and the Dayton Metro Library are teaming up to present this program filled with fun stories and nature activities that will inspire you and your family to play outside! Meet animals, play games and explore the farm while having fun together. Parents and their preschoolers will also be able to sign up for the Get Outside! Bookclub during this interactive program. Reservations requested, drop-ins welcome. For more information call (937) 276-7062.
Preschooler Storytimes

September 14—19 

Each branch of the Dayton Metro Library will host a storytime for preschoolers, focusing on getting outside.  Check your branch for the time and date.

Finale at Wegerzyn Gardens MetroPark
1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. Dayton, Oh 45414

October 10: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bring your folder with the completed books and activities checked off to the Get Outside! Book Club booth at the Gourds & Ghouls/Voyage on the Parkway event and pick up your prize and certificate of completion. Then enjoy free, fun activities, music and more throughout the Park and outdoors at the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery.

Possible Quotes to use
“The protection of nature must be rooted in love and delight.” 

– Richard Cartwright Austin 
“The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children.” 

-Richard C. Anderson, Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Judith A. Scott, Ian A.G. Wilkinson, Becoming a Nation of Readers: The Report of the Commission on Reading (Champaign-Urbana, IL: Center for the Study of Reading, 1985), p. 23.

�We would love to have people e-mail us photos of their kids doing the activities. If this would be okay with Brian I can write a short sentence and he can fill in the “logistical” part. If it is not going to work, let us know and I’ll pass that on to the rest of the group. Also, the website is supposed to have a list of extra activities, books and other resources, perhaps as to why getting kids outside is important. I can write a sentence for that too if it is going to happen.





